R. L. Stevenson’s

Treasure Island

adapted by Peter Howard



2 1. The Old Sea-Dog at the “Admiral Benbow”

My father kept an inn by the sea, called
the “Admiral Benbow”. | clearly
remember the day the old brown
seaman, with the long white scar down
his cheek, walked into the inn. He came
to live with us there.

The day he arrived, he brought his
sea-chest and | remember he wore a
dirty blue coat. His hands were very
dirty and rough, and his nails quite
black. He looked out to the bay, then
sang that old sea song he was to sing
so often afterwards:

“Fifteen men on the dead man’s chest-
Yo-ho-ho and a bottle of rum!”

When he had finished his glass of rum,
he said, “This is a handy spot. I'll stay
here awhile.” Then he threw down four
gold coins, adding, “tell me when you
need more.” He looked at my father,
“and you can call me Captain.”
Although the man'’s clothes were dirty
and torn, and he spoke badly, he looked
like a person who gave orders.

He was a silent man, spending his days
around the cove, or on the cliffs, always
looking for something. At night he sat
next to the fire drinking rum. He spoke
little, yet looked fierce, blowing through
his nose like a fog-horn.

Each day, returning from his walk, he
would ask me if any seamen had come
by. When one did come to stay at the
“Admiral Benbow”, he would peer at
him through-a curtain before going near
him.

One day he promised me a silver coin
each month if | looked out for a seaman
with one leg. Often, | had to ask him for
my money and he would blow down his
nose and stare at me. Then he would
pay me.
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How that man with one leg haunted me!
| dreamt of him often, sometimes his
leg was cut at the knee and other times
right up at the hip. Then again, he
would be a monster with a leg in the
middle. The worst nightmare was when
he jumped and chased me; that was a
terrible price to pay for my wages.
Some nights the Captain drank too
much rum. He sang “Yo-ho-ho, and a
bottle of rum,” and other wild
sea-songs, making everyone present
join in and-sing too. The house rang
with the loud songs and no one could
go to bed till the Captain had drunk
himself to sleep. We all shivered as we
had to listen to his tales, most of which
were about wild acts and horrible
crimes.

He stayed with us for months, even
after his money ran out. If my father
asked him about payment, the Captain
blew through his nose loudly, and
roared. Then he stared my poor father
out of the room.

My father became ill and was growing
worse. Dr Livesey, our doctor, often
came to see him and one night the
doctor sat smoking in the bar and |
remember comparing him to the
Captain. How clean and tidy he was
compared to the Captain!

The Captain was drunk and suddenly
sang:

“Fifteen men on the dead man'’s chest-
Yo-ho-ho, and a bottle of rum !

Drink and the devil had done for the rest-
Yo-ho-ho, and a boftle of rum !”

The song was new to Dr Livesey who,
now and again, looked up angrily at the
Captain, then went on talking to old
Taylor, the gardener.

The Captain stared at the Doctor for a
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while, then cursed and bellowed:
“Silence, there between-decks!”

“Were you talking to me, sir?” asked the
Doctor.

The Captain nodded, “Yes.” His voice
was gruff. :

“I've only one thing to say to you, sir,”
replied the Doctor. “If you go on drinking
rum, the world will soon be rid of a very
dirty rogue.”

In a fury, the old fellow sprang to his

3
feet and drew a knife, saying he would
pin the Doctor to the wall. The Doctor
never moved.

“Put that knife away, or I'll see you
hang,” the Doctor said. They stared at
each other. Finally the Captain went
back to his seat like a beaten dog.

“And now, sir,” the Doctor said, “I'll keep
my eye on you day and night. 'm a
magistrate as well as a doctor. No more
trouble from you or you’ll'end up in
prison.”

At the end of each Chapter, there are questions. Circle each correct answer :

1 The person telling the story is Jim Hawkins. His father was

(a) a captain (b) a sailor

2 Who promised Jim some money?
(a) His father (b) His mother

3 Jim was to look out for a seaman

(a) with a long white scar down his cheek.

(c) with a dirty:blue coat.

4 The Captain’s tales were

(a) jolly and amusing.
(b) about serving in the navy,
(c) about unlawful behaviour.

5 Dr Livesey came to the inn

(a) to visit the Captain.
6 The Doctor warned the Captain
(b) that he should not drink whisky,

7 The Doctor was also a
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(b) to visit Jim’s mother.

(a) policeman,

(c).an innkeeper

(c) The Captain

(b) with one leg .

(c) to visit Jim’s father.

(a) that he should not drink rum.

(c) that he should not tell lies .

(b) magistrate. (c) judge.
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4 2. Black Dog Appears and Disappears

Soon after, the first of many strange
events happened. It was a bitterly cold
January morning, with grey frost lying
on the ground, and the Captain had got
up very early. He set off for the beach,
his drunken breath hanging like smoke
behind him as he left.

Mother was upstairs with Father, who
was very ill and not expected to live
long. | was kept busy helping around
the inn, and was laying the Captain’s
breakfast table when the door opened.
A strange, pale man walked in. He had
lost two fingers from his left hand, wore
a curved sword but did not look like a
fighter. He asked me for some rum.

“Is this here table for my mate Bill?" he
asked, giving me a kind of nasty look.

| told him | didn’t know his mate, and
that the table was for a person we
called the Captain.

“Well, my mate Bill would be called the
Captain. He’s got a long cut on his
cheek - the right one. Now, is my mate
Bill in the house?”

| told him he was out walking.

The stranger kept hanging around the
inn door. When | went out onto the
road, he told me to get back in and |
saw a look of anger come and go on his
face. Later he patted me, said he liked
boys and had a son of his own.

His next move was to get behind the
door so he could see the table at which
the Captain would eat, and at the same
time he drew his sword from its sheath.
At last the Captain came in. He
slammed the door and went over to the
table.

“Bill!” called the stranger in a big, bold
voice.

The Captain spun around and | saw the
brown go from his face. Even his nose
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was blue.

“Come, Bill, you know your old
shipmate,” said the stranger.

The Captain gasped, “Black Dog!”
“Now look,” said the Captain, “you’'ve
run me down. What d’you want of me?”
“Bill, old ship-mate,” said Black Dog,
“how about we sit with a glass of rum
and talk.”

After | brought the rum they asked me
to leave, but not to close the door so
they'd be sure | wasn't listening at the
keyhole. :

They mumbled mostly, with an
occasional shout and roar; | plainly
heard the Captain's bad language but
that was about all. Suddenly there was
a great crash, a chair and a table were
tipped up and a clash of steel followed.
Then a cry of pain. Next, | saw Black
Dog running for his life. Blood dripped
from him and the Captain was after him.
At the door of the inn the Captain took
one last swipe with his cutlass which hit
our sign of “Admiral Benbow” cutting a
hole in it. Black Dog kept going until |
saw him disappear over the hill.

The Captain asked me for some rum
and | ran to get it, but immediately
heard a loud fall. The Captain lay on the
floor.

Dr Livesey walked in just then to visit

-my sick father.

My mother came running down. -

“Now, Mrs. Hawkins,” said the Doctor,
“you go on back upstairs and look after
your husband. The Captain’s had a
stroke, from all that drinking. Young Jim
will bring me a basin.”

After | brought the basin | saw the
Doctor holding the Captain’s arm. On it
were pictures and the name ‘Billy
Bones’.
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The Doctor took a knife and opened the Bones, if you don’t stop drinking you'll
arm. A lot of blood came out. Then the  die.”

Captain opened his eyes and tried to “That's not my name,” objected the

get up, shouting: “Where’s Black Dog?” Captain.

“There’s no Black Dog here,” said the “| don’t care about your name,” replied

Doctor, “you've been drinking again and the Doctor. “Now, up to bed and

you've had a stroke. | told you, Mr remember, you keep drinking rum and
you'll die.”

Circle each correct answer.

1 The stranger had

(a) two fingers missing (b) a sun-tanned face (c) along scar
2 The Captain’s name was (a) Jim (b) Bill (c) Don

3 Black Dog and the Captain sat down

(a) for a meal (b) for coffee (c) for a drink of rum

4 Who caused damage to the sign?

(a) The Captain (b) Black Dog (c) Mr Hawkins
5 The Doctor (a) rubbed the Captain’s arm
(b) gave the Captain medicine (c) drew some blood from the Captain

6 Who was Mr Bones? (a) Black Dog  (b) the Doctor  (c) the Captain

7 Black Dog

(a) escaped (b) was hiding at the inn (c) was dead

8 In their fight, what type of swords were used by Black Dog and the Captain?
(a) Both straight (b) Both curved (c) One straight and one curved

9 When the Captain first saw Black Dog at the inn, the colour of his nose turned
(a) red (b) blue (c) brown

10 On what part of his body did the Captain put the words “Billy Bones™?
(a) On his arm (b) On his chest (c) On his back
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Answers to Book 103

Chapter 1 1 (c) an innkeeper 2 (¢) The Captain 3 (b) with one leg.
4 (c) about unlawful behaviour. 5 (c) to visit Jim’s father.
6 (a) that he should not drink rum.7 (b) magistrate .

Chapter 2 1 (a) two fingers missing.2 (b) Bill.3 (c) for a drink of rum.
4 (a) The Captain 5 (c) drew some blood from the Captain.
6 (c) the Captain 7 (a) escaped.8 (b) Both curved 9 (b) blue.
10 (a) On his arm.

Chapter 3 1 (a) Yes 2 (c) In bed 3 (b) wanted something in his sea-chest.
4 (c) an eye-shade.5 (c) fighting for his country.6 (b) Very drunk
7 (a) Yes 8 (b) leaned against the walls.

Chapter 4 1 (c) with his mother. 2 (¢) money in the chest.3 (c) round paper
with a message on one side andall black on the other,
4 (c) around the Captain’s neck.5 (b) in a canvas bag-
6 (a) someone knocking at the door and a distant whistle.
7 (b) Under a bridge 8 (a) Two hours 9 (b) on his back-

Chapter 5 1 (c) 8 men entered the inn.2 (b) Pew 3 (a) No 4 (a) Customs
Officers. 5 (c) by horses 6 (a) Someone on the ship. 7 (b) Jim
Hawkins 8 (c) Pew 9 (b) Dr Livesey’s house 10 (b) near the
village . “

Chapter 6 1 (b) Spanish ships.2 (a) where treasure was burried.3 (b) Squire
Trelawney 4 (c) 45

Chapter 7 1 (a) found a suitable ship. 2 (c) had a full crew and was sailing
the next day. 3 (b) Long John Silver 4 (a) By coach

Chapter 8 1 (c) large happy man. 2 (a) Yes 3 (c) that he only had one leg.
4 (b) Dr Livesey 5 (b) 4 p.m. 6 (c) ‘The Spy-Glass’
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