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THE DOG IN THE MANGER

One day a dog went for a walk.
He lefft his master’s house and seft
off down the road. Soon he went
past fields and farm houses. The
road passed through a forest, and
he had lots of fun chasing rabbits.

Feeling a little tired, the dog
turned back 1o walk home. On the
way his legs felt heavy, so he
decided 1o find.a place 1o sleep for
a while:

On passing @ farm he saw a
manger built next to a barn wall. A
manger is a kind of box full of hay
for cattle to eat. The dog jumped
iINto the manger 1o sleep.

Very soon d cow came up and
wanted 1o edt the hay.
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The dog sprang up and barked
loudly. The dog said he would bite
anyone who came near,

The cow then said, " Why won't
you let me eat my hay? [t is no use
to you as dogs do not eat hay.”

"That doesn’t matter;” snarled
the dog. "If | can’t eat it myself,
nobody else can have it.”
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Questions
(THE DOG IN THE MANGER)

Write the missing word from the story.
1 The dogwent for Q ...l
2 He chased rabbitsiNn A .o

3 On the way home
the dog felt a liffle i

One of the parts below completes the
senfence. Circle its lefter.

4 On passinga farm the dog looked
(Q) for otherdogs to play with him.
(b) for something fo eat.

(c) for a place o sleep.

Write ‘yes’ or ‘no’ to these questions.
5 Is a manger a kind of box?
6 Was the dog kind to the cow? ...........

© Peter Howard Coroneos Publications 3 Basic Skills #152 Junior Reading Series
(Years 1-3)



THE STAG AND HIS ANTLERS

Feeling thirsty on a hot summer’s
day, a stag bent down 10 have a
drink in a pond. He saw himself in
the water just as if he was looking
at a mirror. The stag stood admiring
himself, and said, “Oh.what lovely
antlers | have! | wish the rest of my
body was as handsome, but | have
such long, thin ( ¢

|

legs. Theylook 8 (4
so ugly thatlam
ashamed. of
anyone looking
af them.”

Just then
came the noise  <3Jf \

of some hunters = 1 U ’Q\t,a

and a pack of s \

hounds.

© Peter Howard Coroneos Publications Basic Skills #152 Junior Reading Series

(Years 1-3)



Away darted the stag in fright.
Bounding along on his slender legs,
he soon left the hounds behind.
Then he rushed into a wood to hide,
but his horns became tangled in
some branches.

He was
held fast fill
the hounds

lead the
hunters To

him.
= As the poor
sfag was dying, he said, "Oh, how
unlucky lam! | see now that the
horns of which | was so proud have
ended my life. The legs that | said
were so ugly might have saved me.”
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Questions
(THE STAG AND HIS ANTLERS)

Write the missing word from the sfory.
1 The stag drank in Q...
2 He saw himself INThe ...
3 He liked the look Of NIS i

One of the parts below.completes the
sentence. Circle its lefter.

4 The anftlers
(a) broke off in.the free.
(b) frapped the poor stag.
(c) might have frightened the dogs.

Write ‘yes’ or ‘no’ to these quesfions.
5 Waos the stag lucky? ...

6 Are all Things you
like good for you? ...
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(i)

ANSWERS - AESOP’S FABLES

THE DOG IN THE MANGER - PAGES 1 TO 3

1 walk 2 forest 3 tired 4 (¢) | 5 yes| 6 no
THE STAG AND HIS ANTLERS - PAGES 4 TO 6
1 pond 2 water 3 anflers |4 (b) | & no| 6 no

THE TOWN MOUSE AND THE COUNTRY MOUSE - PAGES 7 TO 9

1 school 2 hole 3 carpet | 4 () | 5 no | 6 yes
THE VAIN CROW - PAGES 10 TO 12
lblack |2 peacocks| 3 back [ 4 (@) | 5 yes| 6 no

THE TRAVELLERS AND THE AXE - PAGES 13 TO 15

1

road

2 axe

3 new

4 ()

5 no

6 no
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