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Our Environment 
 
Our environment is the place we live. It includes the air 
we breathe, the animals and plants around us. It 
includes water like rivers, seas and lakes. It also 
includes the weather. 
 
The type of environment depends on the weather. For 
example, one third of Australia is desert.  Not many 
plants grow there. There are few animals and few 
people. 
 
Northern Queensland gets a lot of rain, especially near 
the coast. Plants grow readily and there are many  
animals. Many more people live there. 
 
Look at the pictures underneath.  
Colour the things that are part of our environment. 
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Changing to Suit the Environment 
 
People can live in many different 
environments. They change their living 
conditions and their clothes to suit the 
climate. The climate is the weather of an 
area.  
 
Houses in hot climates have verandahs and large 
windows to let the air in. Houses in cold climate may 
have steep roofs to allow snow to slide off. They 
usually have smaller windows. 

 
In hot climates people wear little clothing. In 

cold climates people wear coats, hats and 
warm boots. 
 

People also change their clothing when they 
enter the sea. A diver will take an oxygen 
tank. He will often cover his body with a wet 
suit that keeps him warm. He will wear goggles 

so he can see. 
 
Complete these sentences. 
 
 
1. People live in many __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __  
       environments. 
 
2.  People change their __ __ __ __ __ __ conditions  
 
     and their __ __ __ __ __ __ __ to suit the climate. 
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      Draw pictures of: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Describe the clothes you would wear in: 
 
A hot environment: _______________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
A cold environment ______________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________ 

your environment cold environment 

hot environment wet environment 
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Plants and Animals 
 
Plants and animals cannot make changes to suit their 
environment. They have special 
characteristics which help 
them live in different areas. We 
call the area they live in their 
natural surroundings. 
 
Plants and animals are found all over the 
world. Koalas and kangaroos live in Australia. 
Giraffes live in Africa. They all have special 
characteristics to suit them to these 
environments. 
 
Many animals live on the land. Tigers, lions, dog, cats, 
cockatoos all live on the land. 

 

Some animals live in the water. They 
cannot live on the land. They have 

special characteristics that help them live in the 
water. Fish have gills that help them take 
oxygen, the air we breathe, from the 

water. If they are taken out of water they 
die as they can not take oxygen from water. 

 
Some animals can live both in the 
water and on the land. Seals, 
penguins, ducks and seagulls all do this. 
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Plants are the same. Some live on land and 
some live in the water. Seaweed and 
algae all live in the water. Trees like 
the wattle and flowers like the daisy all 
live on land. 
 

Complete these sentences. 
 
1.  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ characteristics help plants and 

animals live in different areas. 
 
2.  The areas animals live in are their __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 

surroundings. 
 
3.  Some animals live on __ __ __ __. 
 
4.  Some animals live in the __ __ __ __ __. 
 
5. Some animals live on __ __ __ __ the 

land and water. 
 
6.  Plants can also live in __ __ __ __ __. 
 
Write the names of animals that 
 
live on land: _____________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________ 
 
live in the water: __________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________ 
 
live in both the land and water:___________________ 
__________________________________________________ 
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Page 3 
Colour all pictures 
 
Page 4 

1.  different 
2.  living     clothes 

 
Page 5 
Pictures and answers will vary 
 
Page 7 

1.  Special 
2.  natural 
3.  land 
4.  water 
5.  both 
6. water 

 
answers will vary 
 
Page 9 

1.  kangaroo 
2. Koala 
3. pouches 
4. Penguins 
5. Camels 
6. Giraffe 
7.  platypus 

 
Page 10 
Pelican—lives in air, land and water. Sieved bill to 
scoop up food, webbed feet for swimming, wings 
for flying, waterproof feathers 
Gum tree—land Deep roots to collect water, 
leaves that turn from sun to retain moisture, 
produces own food in leaves 
Seal—water and land. Oil fur to protect in water, 
layer of fat on body to keep warm, webbed feet 
for water, able to hold breath for long time in 
water 
Shark—water Gills to breathe, sharp teeth to rip 
prey, several layers of teeth that replace those 
that are broken, fins to steer with, excellent sense 
of smell so can detect food. 
Kookaburra—land, air Sharp beak to catch food, 
wings to fly, feathers to keep warm, feet made for 
perching, laugh that keeps other birds away, 
good eyesight, solid bird so can fight for territory. 

 
Page 11 

1.  snake 
2.  echidna 
3.  turtle 
4.  duck 
5.  emu 
6.  elephant 

 
Page 12 
Summer—long days 
Autumn—gets cooler 
Spring—trees blossom 
Winter—cold 

Page 13 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Winter             Summer         Spring            Autumn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            Wet                Dry 
 
Page 15 
1. food, clothing, shelter 
2. rain 
3. different 
4. cool    warm 
5. type 
6. material 
 
h, c (small windows, steep roof), c 
 
Page 16 
h, c, c, h 
c, h, c, h, 
h, c, h 
 
Page 17 
hot, rainy, cold 
 
Page 27 
1.  Australia 
2.  anthem 
3. Union Jack 
4. stars 
5. states   territories 
6. Coat of Arms 
7. emu    kangaroo 
8. emu 
9. wattle 
10. states 
 
Page 34 
South Australia—magpie, wombat, Sturt Pea 
Queensland—brolga, koala, Cooktown Orchid 
New South Wales—kookaburra, platypus, waratah 
New South Wales, South Australia, Queensland 
 
Page 41 
Western Australia—swan, numbat 
Victoria—honeyeater, Leadbeater possum 
Tasmania—green rosella, Tasmanian tiger 
 
Page 45 
1.  Sturt 
2.  boomer 
3.  mobs 
4.  eagle  

Answers to Social Studies 2 
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