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Maps 
 
Maps Are drawings that show us how things are arranged on the 
earth’s surface 
 
We use maps when we travel across town and are 
trying to find a street. This type of map is called a 
street directory. 
 
We use maps when we are traveling interstate 
by road so that we know where to go. This 
type of map is called a road map. 

 
Ships captains use maps and so do pilots on 
planes. Early discoverers had to draw maps as 
they explored. Captain Cook and Matthew 
Flinders both drew very detailed maps of 
Australia as they explored it by ship. 
 
Today satellites take pictures from space. 
These aerial maps give us a lot of detail very 
quickly. They see more because they are 
looking down from space. They can be made 
to photograph a whole country or can be set 
to photograph only a very small area in 
minute detail. Men can use these 
photographs to make accurate maps for us. 
 
 
 

Something to think about: Make a list of the different types of things 
we use maps for. Don’t just use the examples above. Think of others 
too. 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Road Map 

©Valerie Marett 
Coroneos Publications

                Australian Homeschooling 
#506 Succeeding in Social Studies 3

3 

Maps 
 
Maps Are drawings that show us how things are arranged on the 
earth’s surface 
 
We use maps when we travel across town and are 
trying to find a street. This type of map is called a 
street directory. 
 
We use maps when we are traveling interstate 
by road so that we know where to go. This 
type of map is called a road map. 

 
Ships captains use maps and so do pilots on 
planes. Early discoverers had to draw maps as 
they explored. Captain Cook and Matthew 
Flinders both drew very detailed maps of 
Australia as they explored it by ship. 
 
Today satellites take pictures from space. 
These aerial maps give us a lot of detail very 
quickly. They see more because they are 
looking down from space. They can be made 
to photograph a whole country or can be set 
to photograph only a very small area in 
minute detail. Men can use these 
photographs to make accurate maps for us. 
 
 
 

Something to think about: Make a list of the different types of things 
we use maps for. Don’t just use the examples above. Think of others 
too. 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Road Map 

©Valerie Marett 
Coroneos Publications

                Australian Homeschooling 
#506 Succeeding in Social Studies 3

SAM
PLE



4 

Learning About Maps 
 
There are four main directions: north, south, east and west. 
 
How to find Direction 
There are three ways that you can find direction. You can find 
direction by the sun, by a compass or by a shadow pole. 
 
By the Sun 
An easy way to find direction is by the sun. 
1.  Watch where the sun rises in the morning. This is the east. 
2. Watch where the sun sinks at night. This is 

the west.  
3.  To find north and south, stand with your 

right arm pointing to the east and your left 
arm pointing to the west. In front of you is 
north. Behind you is south. 

 
Something To Do: Follow the instructions and find direction by the sun. 
 
Using the Magnetic Compass 
Another way to find direction is by using a compass. 
A compass has a steel needle which swings around 
easily. When lined up correctly the arrows on the 
compass will always point to the north. Sailors and 
pilots use the compass to steer by. 
 
The compass face looks like this. See if you can find 
a real compass to look at and ask an adult to show 
you how it works. Camping shops often have them. 

 
A Shadow Pole 
You can set up a shadow pole in the 
back yard. You will need a straight stick 
like a cricket stump. Bang it into the 
ground. 
 
Look at the shadow it makes. Do this at 
different times during the day. When is 
the shadow longest? When is it shortest? 
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Record your finding here: 
 
     Longest at: ________________________ 
 
     Shortest at: ________________________ 
 
 
Throughout the day mark the ground to show where the shadow was 
when you checked it. At the end of the day you will have a curved 
line. If you draw a line from the closest point of the curve to the stick 
you will have a north, south line. From this you can find the other 
directions. 
 

Complete these sentences. 
 
1.  The four main directions are     __ __ __ __ __,      __ __ __ __ __, 
 
    __ __ __ __   and    __ __ __ __. 
 
2.  The sun rises in the __ __ __ __. 
 
3.  The sun sets in the __ __ __ __. 
 
4.  The compass needle always points to __ __ __ __ __. 
 
5.  A shadow is longest in the __ __ __ __ __ __ __ and in the  
 
    __ __ __ __ __ __ __.  
 
6.  A shadow is shortest at __ __ __  __  __ __. 

 
 
Maps and Mapping 
 
A map is a plan or drawing. We can draw a map or plan of anything 
or any place no matter how large or small it may be. 
 
The difference between a picture and a plan 
 
Here is a picture of a box. It is three  
dimensional. This means that you see the box 
as it really is. 
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 Here is a plan of a box. It is two dimensional or flat. 
 
 
 
A plan is an outline of what you see when you look straight down at a 
thing. We use plans to show seating arrangements, house buildings 
etc. Here are some plans. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       Draw a plan of the room you are sitting in. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On many maps and plans an arrow is drawn to show which direction 
is north. 

House Plan Farm Plan 
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Page 5 
1, north, south, east, west (any order) 
2. east                   3. west 
4. north                 5. morning       evening 
6. midday or noon 
 
Page 8 
1. plan or drawing         2. outline 
3. north                           4. top 
5. country                       6. symbols 
 
Page 11 
1. round 
2. We only see a small part of it. 
3. sphere               4. continents 
5. oceans 
6. North America, South America, Europe, Asia, 

Africa, Australia, Antarctica (any order) 
7. south                 8. North Pole      South Pole 
9. equator            10.  largest    smallest 
 
Page 12 
1. a great stretch of water 
2. Atlantic, Pacific, Indian, Arctic, Antarctic (any 

order) 
3. Pacific 
 
Page 16 
1. It stretches from the North Pole to the  
    Equator. 
2.  third    fourth 
3.  Canada, United States, Mexico 
4.  Rocky 
5.  Lake Superior, Lake Michigan, Lake Huron, 

Lake Eirie, Lake Ontario (any order) 
6.  gold   silver                7.  Eskimo or   Inuit 
8.  forests 
 
Page 18 
1. fourth                2. Panama Canal 
3. Amazon River  4. Andes 
5. Atacama         6. coffee 
 
Page 21 
1. second             2. Alps 
3. an area of land almost completely  
    surrounded by sea 
4.  Italy, Greece, Norway, Denmark, Sweden, 

Portugal, Spain (any order) 
5. fjords                 6. Rhine, Po, Danube, Rhone 
7. Switzerland       8. Vatican City 
9. Russia                10. Italy 
11. France 
 
Page 24 
1. Asia                                        2. half 

3.  cold    Himalayas 
4.  desert, grassland 
5.  farmers    herders                 6. oil 
 
Page 26 
1. second             2. 800 
3. The Dark Continent because little was known 

about it. 
4. There are too many waterfalls and rapids. 
5. gold, diamonds, copper, tin, cotton, wool, 

palm oil, grapes, coffee, cocoa, peanuts 
and rubber. 

 
Page 28 
1. north   south   Arctic   Antarctic 
2. ice cap 
3. Europe, Asia and North America 
4. Antarctic           5. ocean 
6. ice                     7. frozen 
8. minerals 
 
Page 29 
Solve these 
Asia, Asia, Europe, South America, Africa,  
North America 
 
1. Asia                   2. Antarctica 
3. Africa                4. North America 
5. Australia           6. South  America 
7. Europe 
 
Page 32 
 
 
 
1.                 2.  
 
 
 
 
 
3.           4.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
5.        6. 

Answers - Succeeding in Social Studies 3 
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