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Notes to Parents 
 
This book assumes that either the child has completed Learn to Read, Write and 
Spell books 4 and 5 or that they understand the following sounds and can 
easily read the passages printed underneath. 
 
Sounds 
ai and ay as long a sounds; oi and oy as oy as in boy;  
multiple ey sound—ee as in key, long a as in prey;  
multiple ea sounds—long e as in eat, the short e as in bread, long a as in steak; 
4 or sounds—or as in store, oar as in boar, oor as in door, our as in court; 
5 er sounds—er as in fern, ir as in bird, or as in worm, ear as in earth, ur as in 
burn; 5 air sounds—ere as in there, eir as in heirloom, are as in prepare, ear as in 
pear, air as in pair. 
 

The storm had knocked over some of the plants. 
Mother worked in the garden replanting them. She 
had to be quick before the plants died. 
 

Dot had to be watched all the time. The 
toddler got into everything. She put on 
the hats. She pulled over the boxes. She 
grabbed a fork from the table. She even 
ran off with Ted’s socks. 
 
If your child does not know all the sounds or is unable to read the passages use 
Learn to Read, Write and Spell 3, 4 and 5 before beginning Successful Spelling 2. 
 
The spelling words in this book have been grouped together in “families” to 
make it easier for the child to learn and to reinforce the phonics sounds the 
child has already learnt. Each unit is designed as a week’s work, however if your 
child can already spell the words you can move on more quickly. Alternatively 
if your child finds one unit too much, you can complete it over a two week 
period. It is important that the child completes all the exercises so that he/she 
understands not only how to spell a word but when to use it. 
 
Each day the child should: 
A.  Look at the list words. 
B.  Say the word. 
C.  Sound them, e.g. th—at says that;         sh—ip says ship. 
D.  Read them again —this is part of the process of sounding them. 
E.  Write them. 
 
By doing this the child will always have the correct spelling in front of them. 
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Never use the method where the child looks at the word, says the word and 
then covers and writes it. This method is rarely successful. Too often children 
spell the word incorrectly time and time again. Spelling is never a guessing 
game. 
 
It is essential that children learn to spell well.  To do so they must have mastered 
the phonics sounds and have a logical spelling programme that reinforces the 
sounds that they have learnt. Without either of these tools a child will struggle 
all their adult life. Spelling checkers on computers are useful tools, but they are 
simply that. They will only pick up some of the mistakes.  For example: I will knot 
come home with you today. In this context “knot” is spelt incorrectly. The word 
“not” should have been used. The spelling checker did not pick up the mistake 
because the word “knot”  is a word and it was spelt correctly. 
 
Parents should read the instructions to the child and make sure they 
understand what to do. Some of the concepts that the child will deal with are 
complex and the wording of the instructions have been simplified for them. At 
these times the correct term may be written in brackets for your information. 
The child is not required to know the term at this stage. 
 
Revision has been included every fifth unit along with simple dictation. The 
dictation is optional. You may wish to  dictate only one short passage a day 
because of the child’s age. Little hands get tired very quickly.  
 
Rules are reinforced along with the exercises. Children need both practice and 
repetition in rules before they become automatic. 
 
Test spelling words at the end of each week. Add any mis-spelt words to the 
next spelling list. 
 
Make sure that the child understands the meanings of all words  
e.g. tax—money taken by the Government to help run the country.  
 
Some exercises have been provided which help children understand 
definitions. The most common definition hasn’t always been chosen to enable 
a child to understand that sometimes a word has more than one meaning.  
 
“The Australian Primary Dictionary”, Third Edition,  published by Oxford Press has 
been used for these definitions. 
 
There will eventually be eleven books in the series. Spelling will progress logically 
from year to year and spelling rules will be included where appropriate. These 
books will also extend the student’s vocabulary and help him know where to 
use the word appropriately. 
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Unit 1     ee  words 
 
Remember: ee always says the e sound. Look at the words. Sound the 
words. Read the words. Write the words three times each day. Make 
sure you know their meaning. Ask your parent to help you look up the 
word in the dictionary if you do not know the meaning. 
 

beef           been        between       bleed       breed 
 

breeze       creed       creek             deed        feed 
 

flee             freeze       glee               greed       greet 
 

heed          heel         keel                keen 
 
A.  Match a list word to the definition below. 
 

1.  bottom of a boat                   __ __ __ __ 
 
2. something special                  __ __ __ __ 

someone has done 
 
3. delight, joy                              __ __ __ __ 
 
B.  Choose a word from the list to complete the sentences. 

 
 

1.  You will need a jumper because there is a cool  
 

     __ __ __ __ __ __. 
 
2. Mother will  __ __ __ __ __ Jane at the 

door. 
 
3. He was very __ __ __ __ to begin  
     swimming lessons. 
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C.  We can add “y” to the end of some words and change them from 
a naming word to a describing word.  

 
Change the words underneath into a describing word by adding 
“y”. If the word ends in an “e” you will need to take off the “e” 
before adding the “y”. Read the new word. 

 
1. breeze              __ __ __ __ __ __ 
 
2. cheek               __ __ __ __ __ __ 
 
3. beef                  __ __ __ __ __ 
 
4.  greed               __ __ __ __ __ __ 

 
D. Draw a line from the word to the correct meaning. 
 

1. breed          a.  to run away 
 
2.  creed          b.  to produce babies 
 
3. flee              c.  listen to 
 
4.  heed            d.  a set of beliefs 

 
E.  Add “s” to these words to make them describe more than one 

thing (plural). Read the new word. 
 

1.  heel              __ __ __ __ __ 
 
2. creed          __ __ __ __ __ __ 
 
3. cheese        __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 
 
4.  breeze         __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 
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Unit 2     more  ee  words 
 
Remember: ee always says the e sound. Look at the words. Sound the 
words. Read the words. Write the words three times each day. Make 
sure you know their meaning. Ask your parent to help you look up the 
word in the dictionary if you do not know the meaning. 
 

leek            meek       peek        peel               peep 
 

preen         reek         screech   screen           seep 
 

sleeve        sneeze     speech    speed             squeeze 
 

teem          week       wheel       wheeze 
 

A.  Add “s” to these words to make them describe more than one 
thing (plural). Read the new word. 

 
1. peep  __ __ __ __ __             2.  week  __ __ __ __ __ 
 
3. sneeze  __ __ __ __ __ __ __  4.  peek  __ __ __ __ __ 
 
5.  wheel  __ __ __ __ __ __      6.  preen __ __ __ __ __ 

 
B.  Draw a line from the word to the correct meaning. 
 
1.  leek         a.  to flow slowly through  
 
2.  teem       b.  bird tidying feathers 
 
3. seep        c.  vegetable like an         

                      onion 
 
4. reek         d.  to rain very hard 
 
5.  preen       e.  to have a strong, unpleasant smell 
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C.  Rule: e at the end of a word makes the vowel say its own name 
e.g., bone. Write the list words that obey this rule underneath. 

 
1.  __ __ __ __ __ __                2.  __ __ __ __ __ __ 
 
3.  __ __ __ __ __ __ __            4.  __ __ __ __ __ __ 

 
D.  Choose a word from the list to complete these sentences. 
 

1.  The cockatoo  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ es loudly each 
morning. 

 

2.  The saying “more haste less  
  
       __ __ __ __ __” is very true. 
 

3.  There are seven days in a __ __ __ __. 
 

4.  The trees __ __ __ __ __ __ the house from the 
road. 

 

5.  Be careful not to catch your __ __ __ __ __ __ on 
the bush. 

 
E.  Letters have been left out of the list words below.  

Use the definitions to help you complete them. 
 
 

1.    __   e    e    __       ● quiet and obedient 
 
2.    __   e    e    __       ● to loosen skin on vegetable 
 
3.     __   e    e    __       ● to look quickly 
 
4.    __    e    e    __       ● seven days 
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Answers for Successful Spelling 2 
Page 4 
A. Definitions 
1. keel             2. deed             3. glee 
 
B. Word in sentence 
1. breeze        2. greet              3. keen 
 
Page 5 
C. Add y 
1. breezy     2. cheeky    3. beefy      4. greedy 
 
D. Word to definition 
1. b      2. d        3. a        4. c 
 
E. Add “s” 
1. heels    2. creeds    3. cheeses    4. breezes 
 
Page 6 
A. Add “s” 
1. peeps        2. weeks             3. sneezes 
4. peeks         5. wheels            6. preens 
 
B. Word to definition 
1. c      2. d      3. a    4. e    5. b 
 
Page 7 
C. Rule 
1. sleeve         2. sneeze           3. squeeze 
4. wheeze   1, 2 and 4 any order 
 
D. Words in sentences 
1. screeches         2. speed      3. week 
4. screen               5. sleeve 
 
E. Missing letters 
1. meek      2. peel         3.peep        4. week 
2 and 3 any order 
 
Page 8 
A. Correct word for picture 
1. chair                 2. chips        3. chain 
 
B. Add missing letters 
1. cherry     2. choose     3. cheer 
4. chest       5. check 
 
C. Add “ed” 
1. changed          2. charted      3. chased 
4. cheered 
 
Page 9 
C. Add “ed” 
1. changed          2. charted             3. chased 
4. cheered 

D. Write sentences 
Parent to check. 
 
E. True or False 
1. True         2. True         3. False        4. True 
 
Page 10 
A. Definitions 
1. arch                  2. munch               3. reach 
4. search 
 
B. Add “ed” or “ing” 
1. arched             arching 
2. branched         branching 
3. marched           marching 
 
Page 11 
C. Synonym 
1. bunch               2. bench               3. rich 
 
D. Write sentences 
Parent to check. 
 
E. Words that rhyme 
1. beach, reach, each 
2. porch, torch 
3. lunch, munch 
 
F. Dictionary order 
branch, coach, pinch, rich, which 
 
Page 12 
A. Complete sentence 
1. beach               2. been                 3. cheese 
4. each                 5. chicken 
 
B. Add “ed” or “ing” 
1. chased     chasing 
2. sneezed    sneezing 
3. screeched        screeching 
 
C. Add “y” 
1. greedy 
 
Page 13 
D. Definitions 
1. week                 2. greed                3. lunch 
4. heel                   5. between 
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Page 4 
A. Definitions 
1. keel             2. deed             3. glee 
 
B. Word in sentence 
1. breeze        2. greet              3. keen 
 
Page 5 
C. Add y 
1. breezy     2. cheeky    3. beefy      4. greedy 
 
D. Word to definition 
1. b      2. d        3. a        4. c 
 
E. Add “s” 
1. heels    2. creeds    3. cheeses    4. breezes 
 
Page 6 
A. Add “s” 
1. peeps        2. weeks             3. sneezes 
4. peeks         5. wheels            6. preens 
 
B. Word to definition 
1. c      2. d      3. a    4. e    5. b 
 
Page 7 
C. Rule 
1. sleeve         2. sneeze           3. squeeze 
4. wheeze   1, 2 and 4 any order 
 
D. Words in sentences 
1. screeches         2. speed      3. week 
4. screen               5. sleeve 
 
E. Missing letters 
1. meek      2. peel         3.peep        4. week 
2 and 3 any order 
 
Page 8 
A. Correct word for picture 
1. chair                 2. chips        3. chain 
 
B. Add missing letters 
1. cherry     2. choose     3. cheer 
4. chest       5. check 
 
C. Add “ed” 
1. changed          2. charted      3. chased 
4. cheered 
 
Page 9 
C. Add “ed” 
1. changed          2. charted             3. chased 
4. cheered 

D. Write sentences 
Parent to check. 
 
E. True or False 
1. True         2. True         3. False        4. True 
 
Page 10 
A. Definitions 
1. arch                  2. munch               3. reach 
4. search 
 
B. Add “ed” or “ing” 
1. arched             arching 
2. branched         branching 
3. marched           marching 
 
Page 11 
C. Synonym 
1. bunch               2. bench               3. rich 
 
D. Write sentences 
Parent to check. 
 
E. Words that rhyme 
1. beach, reach, each 
2. porch, torch 
3. lunch, munch 
 
F. Dictionary order 
branch, coach, pinch, rich, which 
 
Page 12 
A. Complete sentence 
1. beach               2. been                 3. cheese 
4. each                 5. chicken 
 
B. Add “ed” or “ing” 
1. chased     chasing 
2. sneezed    sneezing 
3. screeched        screeching 
 
C. Add “y” 
1. greedy 
 
Page 13 
D. Definitions 
1. week                 2. greed                3. lunch 
4. heel                   5. between 
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