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Section 1, Test 1: Punctuation 
 
Re-write each sentence below with a full stop, question mark, 
exclamation mark or comma. Some sentences may need more than 
one of these. (1 point for each alteration) 
 
 

1.  are you coming swimming with me 
 

     ___________________________________________________ 
 
2. peter david and frank will arrive together tomorrow 
 

     ___________________________________________________ 
 

     ___________________________________________________ 
 
3. what a nuisance 
 

     ___________________________________________________ 
 
4. mum had to buy flour sugar milk and eggs from the shops 
 

     ___________________________________________________ 
 

     ___________________________________________________ 
 
5.  how many pairs of socks do you have 
 

     ___________________________________________________ 
 
6.  get down from there 
 

     ___________________________________________________ 
 
7.  bring me your undies socks shirts and trousers so I can wash them  
 

     ___________________________________________________ 
 

     ___________________________________________________ 
 
8. the dog is in the garden 
 

     ___________________________________________________ 

              Score:    /23                                                           Pass:    17/23 
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Section 1, Test 2: Reading—The Alphabet 
 
Read. Parents may need to help with some of the names and points 
should not be deducted for this. (10 points for reading the passage. 
Remove 1 point for each mistake.) 
 
People have been writing for many thousands of years. Different 
people had different ways of writing. The Egyptians and Babylonians 
used pictures instead of letters. Most of these pictures did not have 
simple sounds like our alphabet does. Instead the pictures stood for 
ideas. Every thing and every idea had to have its own picture.  
 

The Phoenicians were great traders of ancient times. They belonged 
to a group of people called the Semites. As businessmen they 
needed a quick way of writing. They decided to use signs only for 
simple sounds. Our M came from their symbol for water (^^^^). They 
did not have vowels like we do, so their writing would have seemed 
strange to us. 
 

Later the Greeks copied some of their alphabet. They found that they 
did not need all the signs the Phoenecians used, so the signs they did 
not use they made into vowels.  Over the years they gradually 
changed their letters and added some new ones. 
 

The Romans conquered the Greeks and inherited their alphabet. They 
changed the shape of many of the letters and left off some letters 
they did not need. We inherited our alphabet from the Romans with 
little change. 
 

You can see an example of these languages below. 
 

         Egyptian            Phoenecian           Greek                  Roman 

  O            A     A 

              Score:    /10                                                           Pass:  7 /10 
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Section 1, Test 3: Comprehension 
 
A.  Answer each question below in sentences. (2 points each question) 
 

1.  Which early people used pictures instead of letters ? 
 

    _________________________________________________________ 
 
2. Why  do you think pictures instead of letters would be difficult for 

people to learn and read? 
 

    _________________________________________________________ 
 

    _________________________________________________________ 
 
3.  Why did the Phoenicians decide to use signs to represent 

single sounds? 
 

    _________________________________________________________ 
 

    _________________________________________________________ 
 
4. What was missing from the Phoenician writing? 
 

    _________________________________________________________ 
 
5.  Who introduced vowels to the alphabet? 
 

    _________________________________________________________ 
 
6. How did the Romans further improve the alphabet? 
 

    _________________________________________________________ 
 

B.  Find a word from the reading passage on page 4 that has a similar 
meaning. (1 point each) 

 
1.  received as a birthright                 __________________ 
 
2. a thing that represents or               __________________ 
    suggests something 
 
3. any of the letters a, e, i, o, u   __________________ 
    and sometimes y 

              Score:    /15                                                    Pass:   12 /15 
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Section 1, Test 4: Dictionary Skills 
 
A dictionary helps find the meaning of words we do not understand. 
When we have lots of names or objects we put them in alphabetical 
order to make them easier to find. 
 
A.  Write the words below in alphabetical order.  
     (2 points each sentence) 
 
 

1.  sauce, sandal, scale, satay 
 

     ___________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  felt, fence, fear, favour 
 

     ___________________________________________________________ 
 
3.  waratah, wall, waive, wallaby 
 

     ___________________________________________________________ 
 

B.  Look up the meaning of each word below in a dictionary and write 
the meaning in the blank beside the word. Be careful. Words 
sometimes have more than one meaning. (2 points each question) 

 
 

1.  climax:        __________________________________________________ 
  

     _____________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  heading:    __________________________________________________ 
  

     _____________________________________________________________ 
 
3.  pine:    ______________________________________________________ 
  

     _____________________________________________________________ 
 

C.  You have been given a word and some possible definitions. Circle 
the correct definition. (1 point each question) 

 
 

1.  tread:    a. a valuable thing         b.  a sound or way of walking 
 
2.  revise:  a. to correct or change something      b. to inspect  

              Score:    /14                                                    Pass:    10/14 
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Section 1, Test 5: Nouns 
 
Nouns name people, places or things. 
A. Write a proper noun in each box below. (1 point each blank) 
 
              city                      month                  state             day 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B.  Underline the common noun or nouns in each sentence below.  
     (1 point each noun) 
 
 

1. John and I went to the beach. 
 
2. My dog is large and black. 
 
3. The children are playing happily in the garden. 
 

C.  Add the correct collective noun to complete each phrase below. 
       (1 point each question) 
 

 

1.  a  _____________ of geese            2.  a _____________ of bananas 
 
3.  a _____________ of pearls             4.  a _____________ of bees 
 
5.  a _____________ of pups               6.  a _____________ of  
                                                                  kangaroos. 
 

D.  Underline the abstract noun in each sentence below. 
(1 point each question) 

 
 

1.  I felt great  sadness on hearing of the death of a friend. 
 
2.  The new mother was filled with great joy as she held her new 

baby. 
 
3.  I saw such despair in her face that I longed to comfort her. 

              Score:    /25                                                           Pass:   18/25 
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Answers for Test Your English 3 

 
Page 3 
Punctuation 
1.  Are you coming swimming with me? 
2.  Peter, David and Frank will arrive together 

tomorrow. 
3.  What a nuisance! 
4.  Mum had to buy flour, sugar, milk and eggs 

from the shops. 
5.  How many pairs of socks do you have? 
6.  Get down from there! 
7.  Bring me your undies, socks, shirts and 

trousers so I can wash them. 
8.  The dog is in the garden. 
 
Page 4 
Reading 
Parent to check. 
 
Page 5 
A. Answer questions 
1.  The Egyptians and Babylonians used 

pictures instead of letters. 
2.  It would be difficult because every thing 

and every idea had a picture so there 
would be a lot to learn. 

3.  The Phoenicians were businessmen and 
needed a quick way of writing. 

4.  Vowels were missing from the Phoenician 
writing. 

5.  The Greeks introduced vowels to the 
alphabet. 

6.  The Romans changed the shape of many 
of the letters and left off some they did 
not need. 

B.  Word Meanings 
1.  inherited 
2.  symbol 
3.  vowels 
 
Page 6 
A. Alphabetical order 
1.  sandal, satay, sauce, scale 
2.  favour , fear, felt, fence  
3.  waive, wall, wallaby, waratah 
B. Meanings 
1.  climax: the most important part of a story, 

series of events etc. 
2.  heading: a word or words at the top of a 

piece of printing or writing. 
3. pine: an evergreen tree with leaves shaped 

like needles; to long for someone or 
something. 

 
 
 

 
C.  Correct definition 

1.  b 
2.  a 

Page 7 
A.  Proper nouns 
     Parent to mark. Answers will vary. 
     Suggestion: city—Adelaide;  month—

January;  state—Victoria; day—Friday 
 
B.  Common noun 
1.  beach           2. dog 
3. children  garden 
 
C.  Collective Noun 
1.  gaggle           2.  bunch 
3.  string              4.  swarm 
5. litter               6.  mob 
 
D. Abstract Nouns 
1.  sadness         2.  Joy 
3.  despair 
 
Page 8 
Writing A Story 
Parent to mark. 
Look for: 
a. capital letters or names of people and 

special places 
b.  capital letters at the beginning of 

sentences 
c.  full stops or question marks at the end of 

sentences 
d.  spelling mistakes 
e.  that all the sentences in a paragraph cover 

one topic 
f. story contains a beginning, middle and end. 
 
Page 9 
A. Synonym 
1.  mend             2.  sick                    3.  feed 
4.  cry                  5.  unsteady          6.  launder 
7. wet                8.  Scare 
 
B. Simile 
1.  owl                 2.  lion                    3.  ox 
4. ape                5.  mule                 6.  bee 
 
C. Antonyms 
1.  hot                 2.  something        3.  empty 
4.  tight               5.  together           6.  cloudy 
7.  open              8.  crooked 
 
Page 10 
Reading 
Parent to check. 
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