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Section 1, Test 1:    Common and Proper Nouns 
 
A.  Circle each noun below. Write C above the common noun and 

P above the proper noun. (1 point each noun) 
 
 

  1.  The girls found a puppy outside the gate yesterday. 
 
  2.  I bought some pencils and papers from the 

Newsagent. 
 
  3.  Mrs Smith brought her new baby to show us. 
 
4.  Canberra is the capital of Australia. 
 
5.  The fire was blazing merrily in the grate. 
 
  6.  Our new neighbour came from Indonesia. 
 
  7.  Dad had been weeding in the garden all morning. 
 
  8.  Go to the zoo when you visit Melbourne. 
 
  9.  The ship dropped anchor in Sydney Harbour. 
 
10.   I have a brand new car. 

 

 
B.  Underline every noun in the passage below. Write C above the 

common noun and P above the proper noun. (1 point each) 
 
 

Canberra is the capital city of Australia and the seat of the 
Australian Government. It is in the Australian Capital Territory. The 
town  was designed by an American, Walter Burley Griffin. 
 
The site was chosen in 1913 and the name Canberra was based 
on an aboriginal word, but it was not until 1927 that the first 
Parliament House was opened. Today about half the people 
employed in Canberra work for the Government. 

Score:     /40          Pass:    30/40 
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Section 1, Test 2:    Writing A Story 
 
Write a story about “Visiting.” Your topic might be visiting a relative, 
the shops, the zoo or anything else you can think of. It must have a 
beginning, middle and end and follow all the rules for writing.  
Parent/ teacher see answers on marking. (20 points) 
 
 

________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________ 
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Section 1, Test 3:    Dictionary Skills 
 
A.  List each group of words below in alphabetical order. 

(3 points each question) 
 
 

1.  movable, mourn, mow, mouse, mouth, mount 
 

 ____________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  shall, shaggy, shade, shabby, shack, shake 
 

 ____________________________________________________________ 
 
3. reconcile, recommend, recruit, rectify, reckless, reciprocal 
 

 ____________________________________________________________ 
 

 
B.  Look up each word in a dictionary and write the meaning. (1 point) 

 
 

1.  deprive: _____________________________________________________ 
 
2.  clasp (verb): ________________________________________________ 
 
3.  reveal: _____________________________________________________ 
 
4. these: ______________________________________________________ 
 
5. binary: _____________________________________________________ 
 

 
C.  Use your dictionary to find a word that begins with “the” and 

belongs to each clue below. (1 point each) 
 
 

1. belonging to them       _____________ 
 
2. an idea or set of ideas suggested 
 to explain something      _____________ 
 
3.  a book giving sets of words arranged  
 according to their meaning     _____________ 
 
4.  for that reason        _____________ 
 
5.  a subject; a short piece of music   _____________ 

Score:     /19          Pass:    14/19 
©Valerie Marett 
coroneos Publications

Australian Homeschooling 
#533 Test Your English 4 5 

Section 1, Test 3:    Dictionary Skills 
 
A.  List each group of words below in alphabetical order. 

(3 points each question) 
 
 

1.  movable, mourn, mow, mouse, mouth, mount 
 

 ____________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  shall, shaggy, shade, shabby, shack, shake 
 

 ____________________________________________________________ 
 
3. reconcile, recommend, recruit, rectify, reckless, reciprocal 
 

 ____________________________________________________________ 
 

 
B.  Look up each word in a dictionary and write the meaning. (1 point) 

 
 

1.  deprive: _____________________________________________________ 
 
2.  clasp (verb): ________________________________________________ 
 
3.  reveal: _____________________________________________________ 
 
4. these: ______________________________________________________ 
 
5. binary: _____________________________________________________ 
 

 
C.  Use your dictionary to find a word that begins with “the” and 

belongs to each clue below. (1 point each) 
 
 

1. belonging to them       _____________ 
 
2. an idea or set of ideas suggested 
 to explain something      _____________ 
 
3.  a book giving sets of words arranged  
 according to their meaning     _____________ 
 
4.  for that reason        _____________ 
 
5.  a subject; a short piece of music   _____________ 

Score:     /19          Pass:    14/19 
©Valerie Marett 
coroneos Publications

Australian Homeschooling 
#533 Test Your English 4

SAM
PLE



6 

Section 1, Test 4:    Comprehension—Blue Whales 
 
Whales are not fish, as you may suppose. They are mammals. While 
they live and swim in the water like fish, there are four things that 
make them different. Firstly, whales have lungs, not gills, and have to 
go to the surface regularly to breathe. They breathe through two 
blow holes located near the top of their head. 
 
Secondly, they are warm-blooded. Thirdly, most whales 
have a few hairs on their head for at least a part of their 
lives. Lastly, whale babies are fed by their mothers for 
about 7-8 months. They drink between 23 and 90 litres of 
milk each day. The calf stays with its mother for another 
three or four months after it is weaned, by which time it is 
13 metres long. It will not reach maturity until it is 10-15 years old. 
 
The blue whale is the largest whale, and in fact, the largest animal 
living on earth. It is about 25 metres long when fully grown. A baby 
whale, called a calf, is larger than an elephant. The fully grown 
female is larger than the male. 
 
The blue whale is a baleen whale. This means they have pleated 
throat grooves that run from their throat to mid-body. This allows their 
throat to expand during the huge intake of water that they filter. They 
eat tiny organisms, like plankton and krill. The water they take in is 
forced through the baleen plates hanging from the upper jaw. Baleen 
is a series of stiff, flexible material. The inside of the baleen is edged 
with hairy plates that filter krill and plankton. Baleen is made of keratin,  
the same substance as your fingernails and hair. It grows throughout 
the whale’s life as the ends of the baleen are always wearing out. An 
average blue whale will eat between 900 and 4,100 kg per day 
during summer feeding. 
 
Blue whales are also the loudest animals on earth. Their low frequency 
whistle can be heard for hundreds of kilometres. Their call reaches up 
to 188 decibels, the measurement of sound. Scientists believe the 
whale songs may be useful for locating krill and communicating with 
other blue whales. 
 
Some men still hunt whales despite a treaty in 1966, which declared 
them a protected species. Orcas also sometimes kill young whales. 
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Section 1, Test 4:    Comprehension—Whales 
 
A.  Answer the questions below in sentences from the passage on 

page 6. 
 
 

1.  List the four things that make a whale a mammal and not a fish. 
 (4 points) 
 

 ______________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  How long is a fully grown whale? (1 point) 
 

 ______________________________________________________________ 
 
3.  What is a baleen plate? (2 points) 
 

 ______________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________ 
 
4.  What do scientists believe that the blue whale’s songs may be 

useful for? (2 points) 
 

 ______________________________________________________________ 
 

 
B.  Find a word from the passage on page 6 that means the same as 

each definition below. (1 point each) 
 
 

1. discovered where something was   _________________ 
 
2. a group of animals or plants that 
     are very similar       _________________ 
 
3. long narrow cuts in the surface of 
       something         __________________ 
 
4. easy to bend        __________________ 
 
5.    taken off mother’s milk      __________________ 

Score:     /14          Pass:    10/14 
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Answers — Test Your English 4 
Section 1 
Page 3 
A.  Circle and label 

  1.  girls (C)           puppy (C)  gate (C) 
  2.  pencils (C)      papers (C)  Newsagent (P) 
  3.  Mrs. Smith (P)       baby (C) 
  4.  Canberra (P)  capital (C)   Australia (P) 
  5.  fire (C)   grate (C) 
  6.  neighbour (C)  Indonesia (P) 
  7.  Dad (P)   garden (C)  morning (C) 
  8.  zoo (C)   Melbourne (P) 
  9.  ship (C)   anchor (C)  Sydney Harbour (P) 
10.  car (C)    (“I” is a pronoun and not a noun) 

 

B.  Underline and label 
Canberra (P) city (C)  Australia (P) seat (C) Australian Government (P) 
Australian Capital Territory (P)  town (C) (not American. It is an adjective.) 
Walter Burley Griffin (P)   
site (C)  name (C)  Canberra (P) word (C)  Parliament House (P) 
people (C)  Canberra (P) Government (P) 

 

Page 4 
Writing A Story 
The Story Must Include: 
1.  A beginning, a middle and an end.  

•  The beginning tells who the main people are and where the story takes place. 
•  The middle tells the main part of the story. 
•  The end rounds off the story. 

2.  Must ask some of the following questions: 
•  Who?: (character): this may be a person, animal or thing, for example, a teddy bear. 
•  Why?: why did it happen? 
•  When?: at what time? 
•  What?: (plot): the main event that happens in the story. 
•  Where?: (setting): the place and time where the story occurs. 
•  How?: the process that was undertaken. 

3.  Must have a rough draft. 
4.  Check completed work for: 

•  Has the child written about the topic?  
•  Can adjectives or adverbs be added to make the story better?  
•  Have some words been used too often? 
•  Have words appropriate to the topic been used? 
•  Has correct punctuation been used? 
•  Are there capital letters at the beginning of each sentence? 
•  Are there at least two sentences in each paragraph?  
•  Is there  a new paragraph for every new idea? 
•  Is the  spelling correct? 
•  Does the report have a title? 

 

Page 5 
A.  Write in alphabetical order 
1.  mount, mourn, mouse, mouth, movable, mow 
2.  shabby, shack, shade, shaggy, shake, shall 
3.  reciprocal, reckless recommend, reconcile, recruit, rectify 

 

B.  Look up meaning 
1.  deprive: to take something away from someone 
2.  clasp: to hold someone or something tightly 
3.  reveal: to let something be seen or known 
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