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Definitions 
 

Aldermen or Councilors: people elected to be on the Council. 
 

Budget: plan of how the Government will raise and spend taxes in the next twelve 
months. 
 

Cabinet: made up of Ministers with specific responsibilities and the Prime Minister. 
It makes decisions for Australia and decides how Government policies will be 
carried out. 
 

Chamber: room in which the Members of the House Of Representatives meet. 
 

Committee: a group of people appointed to investigate a matter thoroughly and 
report back to the House 
 

Chamber: room the Members of the House of Representatives meet in. 
 

Constituents: members of an electorate represented by a Member of Parliament. 
Voters in the electorate. 
 

Councilors or Aldermen: people elected to be on the Council 
 

Double Dissolution: occurs when the Prime Minister asks the Governor General to 
call an election for both Houses of Parliament because the Senate has failed 
twice to pass a Bill sent to them by the House of Representatives 
 

Divine Right of Kings”: the belief that the king was appointed by God, and had 
the “Divine Right” to rule the country. His subjects were to obey him in all things, 
and Parliament was allowed to share in the government only by his good will.  
 

Electorate147 sections Australia is divided into for the purpose of voting which 
contain about 10,000 people each. 
 

Federation, the joining together of the States in 1901 
 

Governor: represents the Queen in her absence. There is a separate Governor for 
each State.  
 

Government is made up of the Prime Minister and other Ministers who have 
responsibilities for different Departments. They implement laws made by 
Parliament.  
 

Governor-General: the Queen’s representative in Australia. 
 

Great Council consisted of the king, great feudal lords and the leading 
churchmen. 
 

Hansard: a record of the debates in Parliament that are published and made 
available for the public to read. 
 

House of Lords: House in English Parliament that is hereditary and is made up of 
peers or nobleman who may be dukes, earls, viscounts or barons 
 

House of Commons: House in English Parliament whose members were elected by 
the people.  
 

House of Representatives: the lower house in Federal Parliament, similar to the 
House of Commons in England  
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Parliament 
 
Early Laws 
From the earliest times laws have been necessary. As soon as communities 
developed it was necessary to make laws to regulate that community. Laws 
provide boundaries for our lives and provide us with security.  
 
In some countries a king made these laws. Some kings were cruel and their laws 
were oppressive. Other kings were just. The king best known for his law was 
Hammurabi. Hammurabi was a king of Babylon who lived in the eighteenth 
century B.C. Hammurabi had the laws of the land gathered together and carved 
on great stone pillars in several languages. These two hundred and eighty laws 
helped protect the common people since boundaries were clearly set out. For 
example, “if a man hire an ox and cause its death through neglect or abuse, he 
shall restore ox for ox to the owner of the ox.” In other words, if you kill a man’s ox, 
you must replace it with another ox. Oxen were widely used at this time to pull a 
plough, help thresh the corn and as beasts of burden. 
 
In other countries, like Greece and Rome, a form of rule called democracy 
developed. The word democracy is made up of two words that mean “mob” or 
“people” and “rule”. At its best, democracy allowed people to have a say in 
their government. There were however, problems with democracy. Democracy 
was not based on a higher law. All rules or laws were negotiable. The people 
were not always right or wise in their choices. Laws or policies based on the 
desires of the majority can be harmful. This was illustrated in Rome after 40 A.D. 
where the Emperor and Senate were afraid of the “mob” 
or people. The mob had to be kept happy with free food 
and amusement in the form of “games” in the 
Colosseum. The games became more and move violent. 
The early Christians were part of these “games”. Many 
were martyred.  
 
In a democracy all laws are subject to the will of the people. This means that if 
the majority of the people in a country want to change the law it can be 
changed. The law need not be based on any standard, nor need it be wise or 
good although it may be both. 
 
Israel had various types of government throughout its history. Their best known 
laws were the Ten Commandments. These provided the basis for most of the 
present day European and Australian laws. The laws provided Israel with a 
standard to evaluate their own, and their ruler’s actions. God’s standards are 
constant. They do not change.  
 
Australia is a constitutional monarchy. Australia is ruled by a series of laws written 
in a document known as the Constitution. Any law made by Parliament must 
conform to this Constitution. Any citizen can appeal to the highest court in the 
land, which will rule if a law is legal. We are constitutional monarchy because not 
only do we have a constitution but also the Queen is the head of state. She, or 
her representative, the Governor General, needs to sign all laws into being.  
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Answer these questions in sentences unless indicated otherwise. 
 
 

1.  Complete: The law provides - __________________  for our lives and provide us  
 

 with  __________________ 
 
2.  Which ancient king was best known for his laws? Why? 
 

 _________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3.  What type of rule developed in Greece and Rome? 
 

 _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4.  In your own words describe the problems that may be associated with 

democracy.  
 

 __________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5.  What type of government do we have in Australia? Explain what this is?  
 

 _________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
The Origin of Parliament  
 
Australian laws are based on British laws and our Parliament is based on the British 
Parliament. From the earliest times the British have governed themselves. When 
English tribes invaded Britain in the sixth century and settled in villages, each 
village was self-governing. The village affairs were looked after by the “Village 
Moot” or village meeting. This was attended by the chief men of the village. 
 
A more important Moot met twice a year to settle matters relating to the whole 
kingdom. It was called the Witan or “meeting of wise men.” The Witan was 
headed by the king. Around him sat the great lords and bishops he had called 
together. Its chief work was to advise the king on making laws, levying the taxes 
and defending the kingdom. 
 
When the Normans became masters of England in 1066 the Witan was replaced 
by the Great Council, which consisted of the great feudal lords and the leading 
churchmen. The Norman kings ruled very much as they pleased, so the Great 
Council was not called together very often. Even so, it served a very useful 
purpose. People became used to the idea that the king should consult his 
Council. This was why a strong feeling grew up throughout the kingdom against  
King John when he disregarded this custom. 
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Magna Carta 
 
King John, who came to the throne in 1199, took little heed of the laws 
and was disliked because of the heavy taxes he imposed. Those who 
refused to pay these taxes were thrown in prison without trial. 
 
The barons and the merchants of London suffered most from John’s 
demands. They joined together to make the king obey the law. They 
were led by Stephen Langton, Archbishop of Canterbury, who drew up 
a charter of their rights and liberties. In 1215 they compelled King John 
to set his seal to it. It was called Magna Carta, which is Latin for “The 
Great Charter.” 
 
Magna Carta contained many clauses. Here are three of the most famous: 

 
 

(1)  The King shall impose no taxes without the consent of the Great Council.  
 
(2)  No man shall be imprisoned without fair trail. 
 
(3)  To no man shall justice be sold, delayed, or denied. 

 
 

The last clause was to prevent rich people paying money to save themselves from 
being imprisoned. It stated that all men, whether serf or free, rich or poor were 
entitled to justice. 
 
Answer these questions 
 
 

1.  On what system have we modelled our laws and Parliament?  
 _________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  Who looked after village affairs in the sixth century AD?  
 

 _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3.  What was the name of the Moot that met twice a year? Who served on it? 

What was its job? 
 _________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4.  What did the Normans replace these meeting with? Who was present at 

these meetings?  
 _________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _________________________________________________________________________ 
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5.  Why was King John so disliked? 
 _________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6.  What was the name of the Charter that King John was forced to sign?  
 List the three main clauses.  
 _________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 a.  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 b.  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 c.  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

Something to Do 
Make up a charter of your own. It must appear to be made of parchment and be 
able to be rolled up. Use calligraphy to make the charter look authentic. All 
official documents would have the king’s seal. It would be imprinted on red wax. 
See if you can think of a way to duplicate it.  
 
Henry III 
John died soon after granting the Charter and was succeeded by his son Henry 
III. He too was a weak and foolish man. When he called the Great Council 
together and asked for more money the barons made an agreement with him. 
They said that they would grant money on one condition. He must allow a 
Council of fifteen persons to help him govern the country. To this Henry agreed. 
However, he soon broke his promise and gathered an army to win back his 
power. The barons also raised an army led by Simon de Montfort and Henry was 
defeated at the battle of Lewes in 1264.  
 
The First Parliament 
The King was now forced to accept the barons’ terms. 
Their leader, de Montfort, thought that a better form of 
government was needed than the Great Council which, 
until now, had consisted of only barons and great 
churchmen. De Montfort considered that many more 
should have a voice in the government of the land. He 
therefore called on the freeholders in each shire to elect 
two of their members to represent them. A freeholder 
was a man who owned his own land. Most men were 
serfs and were owned by the Lord. They were required to 
serve him. In return he protected them. 
 
These freehold members were called Knights of the Shire. De Montfort also 
ordered each city or large town to send two representatives. This new body thus 
consisted of barons, great churchmen, knights and citizens. It met in 1265 and 
was a called a Parliament. The word was taken from the French word “parler” 
meaning “to speak”. De Montfort’s parliament was the first time the common 
people had a voice in the government of the country.  
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The last clause was to prevent rich people paying money to save themselves from 
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 _________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _________________________________________________________________________ 
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 _________________________________________________________________________ 
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 _________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4.  What did the Normans replace these meeting with? Who was present at 

these meetings?  
 _________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _________________________________________________________________________ 
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5.  Why was King John so disliked? 
 _________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _________________________________________________________________________ 
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 _________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 a.  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 b.  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 c.  ______________________________________________________________________ 
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Henry III 
John died soon after granting the Charter and was succeeded by his son Henry 
III. He too was a weak and foolish man. When he called the Great Council 
together and asked for more money the barons made an agreement with him. 
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should have a voice in the government of the land. He 
therefore called on the freeholders in each shire to elect 
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serfs and were owned by the Lord. They were required to 
serve him. In return he protected them. 
 
These freehold members were called Knights of the Shire. De Montfort also 
ordered each city or large town to send two representatives. This new body thus 
consisted of barons, great churchmen, knights and citizens. It met in 1265 and 
was a called a Parliament. The word was taken from the French word “parler” 
meaning “to speak”. De Montfort’s parliament was the first time the common 
people had a voice in the government of the country.  
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The Model Parliament 
The most famous of the early Parliaments was Edward I’s Parliament, which met in 
1295. All classes of people were represented. It consisted of:  
 

The King who called Parliament together. 
 

Archbishops, bishops and nobles who represented the upper classes. 
 

Knights who represented the common people.  
 
Since all sections of the population were represented it was called the “Model 
Parliament.”  
 
At first all members, barons, churchmen and commoners met in one room. Later, 
as the number increased, it became convenient for them to split into two groups 
or “houses” and meet in separate chambers. The group elected by the barons 
and clergy then came to be known as the House of Lords, and the group elected 
by the people became known as the House of Commons.  
 
One of the chief duties of Parliament was, and still is, the raising and spending of 
the nation’s money. Parliament steadily grew in power because it had the right to 
vote taxes to the king. Whenever the king wanted money to carry on government 
he was compelled to ask Parliament. Parliament was then able to bargain with 
him. It would only grant money when grievances were removed or privileges 
granted. This is often referred to as the power of the purse.  
 
In this way Parliament gained more and power until it was given the right to make 
the laws of the land. But the king did not part with the power willingly, and the 
struggle was a long one marked with bitter quarrels and even bloodshed.  
 
Affairs went more or less smoothly between the King and Parliament until the 
beginning of the seventeenth century when the Stuarts ascended the throne. A 
great change then took place and for more than eighty years, between 1603 
and 1688, there was struggle between the King and Parliament over which should 
rule the land.  
 
James I, the first of the Stuarts, believed that he had been 
appointed king by God, and that he had the “Divine Right” to 
rule the country. His subjects, he said, ought to obey him in all 
things, and Parliament was allowed to share in the government 
only by his good will.  
 
James would have gladly ruled without Parliament, but the Magna Carta and 
other laws stated that no taxes could be imposed without consent of Parliament. 
James needed money, so he taxed the people without Parliament’s consent. Not 
surprisingly this caused disputes between the king and Parliament.  
 
On the death of James, his son Charles came to the throne. Charles had even 
stronger opinions regarding the “Divine Right of Kings,” and he decided not to 
give way to Parliament on the smallest point. 
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Page 5 
1.  boundaries,   security  
2.  Hammurabi, king of Babylon. He gathered together 280 laws of his land and carved them 

on great stone pillars in several languages so that all could read them.  
3. democracy 
4. Democracy relies on the wisdom of the people to make good decisions. 
5.  Constitutional monarchy. We are ruled by the Queen and are governed under a 

Constitution.  
 
Page 6 
1.  On the British laws and parliamentary system.  
2.  Village Moot 
3.  Witan. It was made up of king, great lords and bishops. Its main job was to advise the king 

on making laws, levying taxes and defending the kingdom.  
4.  Great Council. King, great feudal lords and leading churchmen were present. 
 
Page 7 
5.  He was disliked because he took no notice of the laws of the land and because of the 

heavy taxes he imposed.  
6.  Mangna Carta  

a.  The king shall impose no taxes without the consent of the Great Council. 
b.  No man shall be imprisoned without a fair trail. 
c.  To no man shall justice be sold, delayed or denied. 

 
Page 10 
1.  Henry III.  
2.  The Great Council would grant money if Henry allowed a council of fifteen barons to help 

him govern the country.  
3.  First Parliament  
4.  King, Archbishops, bishops and nobles-represented the upper class. Knights who 

represented the common people.  
 
Page 11 
5.  Lords, Commons  
6.  Raising and spending the nation’s money. 
7.  It had the right to vote taxes to the king.  
8.  Grievances were removed; privileges granted; the power of the purse. 
9.  The Stuarts believed that God had appointed them to rule. His subject should therefore 

obey him all things. 
10.  Answer will vary.  
11.  a.  The King must rule according to the advice of Parliament.  

b.  He must not collect taxes without the consent of Parliament.  
c.  He must not set aside any law of the land. 
d.  Parliament must meet frequently and the king must not punish members for any 

speech in Parliament.  
12.  William and Mary. 
 
Page 13 
1.  Land owners. Answer will vary. Should include: larger portion was unrepresented. 
2.  Some towns had lost nearly all their inhabitants still sent no Members. Some “pocket” 

boroughs were bought and sold. In these areas seats would be offered to the highest 
bidder.  

 
Page 14 

3.  a.  Voting was not secret. The voter had to write his name, under the candidate he 
chosen. This frequently prevented a man voting for the candidate of his choice. 
(Women did not vote), 

Answers – Australian Government 
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