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Notes To Parents 
 
It would be wise to test with Test Your English 4 before starting Successful English 5A as this 
book builds on the concepts taught in Successful English 4. 
 
If your child  has difficulty reading this book, work through  Revise Your Phonics 1 and 2 or 
earlier Successful English books before beginning Successful English 5A. 
 
There will be two books for grade 5: Successful English 5A and Successful English 5B. Now 
your child is older they need to learn more skills. Your child will review and consolidate 
previously taught grammar and be introduced to more concepts. Grammar, 
comprehension and creative writing will be alternated. The work is presented in small 
increments that allow the child to absorb the concepts. The work becomes harder as the 
child progresses through each book. Do not rush this book, especially the writing 
segments. Take several days to complete each writing exercise.  
 
Your child will be presented with different genres of writing  in Successful English 5A and 
5B. They will learn how to take notes and to expand those taken and this will help them 
when they research material. 
 
At this level your child will  be required to answer comprehension questions in sentences. 
Children do not enjoy this as it takes longer but it is a necessary step in learning. 
Comprehension is not the same as reading. It is a skill that requires finding information 
from a passage and is often overlooked.  
 
Do not attempt to complete too much work at one time. One or two  pages a day will 
probably be sufficient. The work in each successive Successful English book is harder so 
you can expect your child to take longer to complete this book than they did the 
previous one.  
 
A revision section at the back of each book will allow you to gauge whether or not your 
child has mastered the concepts.  Test Your English 5 will further test your child’s 
knowledge of this level and give further extension when both Successful English 5A and 
5B are completed. Do not go on to Successful English 6A and 6B before these books are 
completed even if it takes longer than a year. 
 
Definitions have been taken from The Macquarie Junior Dictionary Third Edition, printed 
by Oxford University Press and  The Australian Primary Thesaurus. Children will continue 
using their dictionary and thesaurus skills during this and following grades. Parents may 
need to help the child look up the word, read it and discuss the definition or synonym 
with them if they have forgotten or are new to them. This dictionary is recommended for 
use between grades 5-8 as the explanations are more suitable to this age. They can also 
be used with Successful Spelling 5-7. 
 
Although this book appears much harder than the average grade 5  book, children who 
have already completed Successful Spelling 4 and Successful English 4A and 4B should 
have no trouble coping with it. Further books in this series are planned. 
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your child is older they need to learn more skills. Your child will review and consolidate 
previously taught grammar and be introduced to more concepts. Grammar, 
comprehension and creative writing will be alternated. The work is presented in small 
increments that allow the child to absorb the concepts. The work becomes harder as the 
child progresses through each book. Do not rush this book, especially the writing 
segments. Take several days to complete each writing exercise.  
 
Your child will be presented with different genres of writing  in Successful English 5A and 
5B. They will learn how to take notes and to expand those taken and this will help them 
when they research material. 
 
At this level your child will  be required to answer comprehension questions in sentences. 
Children do not enjoy this as it takes longer but it is a necessary step in learning. 
Comprehension is not the same as reading. It is a skill that requires finding information 
from a passage and is often overlooked.  
 
Do not attempt to complete too much work at one time. One or two  pages a day will 
probably be sufficient. The work in each successive Successful English book is harder so 
you can expect your child to take longer to complete this book than they did the 
previous one.  
 
A revision section at the back of each book will allow you to gauge whether or not your 
child has mastered the concepts.  Test Your English 5 will further test your child’s 
knowledge of this level and give further extension when both Successful English 5A and 
5B are completed. Do not go on to Successful English 6A and 6B before these books are 
completed even if it takes longer than a year. 
 
Definitions have been taken from The Macquarie Junior Dictionary Third Edition, printed 
by Oxford University Press and  The Australian Primary Thesaurus. Children will continue 
using their dictionary and thesaurus skills during this and following grades. Parents may 
need to help the child look up the word, read it and discuss the definition or synonym 
with them if they have forgotten or are new to them. This dictionary is recommended for 
use between grades 5-8 as the explanations are more suitable to this age. They can also 
be used with Successful Spelling 5-7. 
 
Although this book appears much harder than the average grade 5  book, children who 
have already completed Successful Spelling 4 and Successful English 4A and 4B should 
have no trouble coping with it. Further books in this series are planned. 
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Revision of Common & Proper Nouns 
 
Common nouns are the names of people, animals, places or things we can 
hear or touch. 
 

Proper nouns are the particular or special names of people, animals, 
places or things. 
 
A.  Underline the common nouns in each sentence below. 
 
 

1.  The man liked music. 
 
2.  The town was very quiet at night. 
 
3.  The pavements were covered with rubbish. 
 
4.  The gutters overflowed with water from the storm. 
 
5.  The howl of a dog could be heard above the noise of the wind.  
 
 

B.  Circle all proper nouns in each sentence below. 
 

 

1.  This is my friend, Mr Sutton. 
 
2.  Sydney is well known for its harbour and Opera House. 
 
3.  The River Yarra runs through Melbourne and the Torrens through 

Adelaide. 
 
4.  There are thirty days in September, April, June and November. 
 
5.  My dog, Jack, is hard to train. 
 
 

C.  Underline each common noun and circle each proper noun in THE 
sentences below. 

 
 

1.  The book Dad has been reading is called “Tying Knots.” 
 
2.  My father enjoys reading non-fiction. 
 
3.  John and I have invited our friends to tea. 
 
4.  The Great Australian Bight and Bass Strait are two rough stretches of 

sea. 
 
5.  The Great Barrier Reef runs along the Queensland coast. 
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Revision of Collective & Abstract Nouns 
 
A collective noun is a name given to a group of people, animals, places, 
things, or a crowd. 
An abstract noun is the name of something which is in your mind although 
you can not see it, e.g., love. 
 
A.  Look at the two lists below. Draw a line to join the collective noun to the 

correct group of words. Learn any you do not know. 
 
 

1. a pride of      a.  cattle 
 
2. a swarm of     b.  porpoises 
 
3. a fever of      c.  locust 
 
4. a team of     d.  vipers 
 
5. an aerie of     e.  lions 
 
6. a bed of      f.   wombats 
 
7. a school of     g.  turtles 
 
8. a galaxy of     h.  gulls 

 
  9.  a warren of     i.   bees 
 
10.  a colony of    j.   oysters 
 
11. a plague of     k.  eagles 
 
12. a bale of      l.   stars 
 
13. a nest of      m. stingrays 
 
 

B.  Use an abstract noun to complete each sentence below. 
 
 

1. Matthew felt great  _________ when he saw the bear standing in front 
of him. 

 
2. It took a lot of  _____________ to enter the smoke filled house and bring 

out the child. 
 
3.  We  felt nothing but __________ at the birth of a new grandchild. 
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Finding Out About History 
 
History is the study of the past. What we know about history comes from 
what historians and archeologists have uncovered.  Historians are people 
who are trained to investigate the past. Archaeologists are people who dig 
up and investigate the past in the hope of learning from it. 
 
To help them understand the past, historians search for sources that have 
survived. There are two types of sources: primary and secondary sources. 
The primary sources are objects and records of the past and secondary 
sources are comments by historians about the past. Archaeologists, 
anthropologists, cryptographers, linguists and  forensic scientists are just 
some of the people who work with historians. 
 
There are many types of primary sources. The pyramids in Egypt are an 
example of a primary source. Archaeologists have found remains of 
ancient buildings, pottery, coins, tombs, tools, figurines, weapons, statues 
and many other types of ancient artifacts. They have also found written 
records in the form of clay tablets, official records, laws and business 
records. 
 
For many years historians were unable to understand 
Egyptian hieroglyphics, (writing), since they were all 
in picture form. Hieroglyphics was a code that 
historians had no key to break.  Then in 1799 the 
French discovered a stone in Egypt that contained 
three types of writing. On it were written decrees, 
passed by a council of priests for the boy king 
Ptolemy V, describing the repealing of certain taxes 
and instructions on building temples. One of the 
languages on the stone was Greek, which the 
historians understood. After many years of study, historians discovered that 
the writing on the stone said the same in three different languages. This 
gave them the code to eventually decipher the Egyptian hieroglyphs. 
 
History is really about people and their lives. They may have lived years ago 
and have had different skills but they were still people.  They had families 
and jobs. They may not have had the technology that we have today but 
they were very clever. As civilizations developed, writing developed, roads 
were built and buildings were designed. 
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A.  Answer these questions in sentences. 
 
 

1.  Explain, in your own words, what the term “history” means . 
 

 __________________________________________________________________ 
 

 __________________________________________________________________ 
 

 __________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. What are the two main sources used by historians? 
 

 __________________________________________________________________ 
 
3.  Explain what is meant by these terms. Give examples. 
 

 __________________________________________________________________ 
 

 __________________________________________________________________ 
 

 __________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. Which historical find was responsible for providing clues so 

cryptologists could decipher Egyptian hieroglyphics? 
 

 __________________________________________________________________ 
 
5. Name 5 archaeological finds that have helped us discover more 

about the past. (Hint: if you do not know seek help at the library or 
use an encyclopedia.) 

 

 __________________________________________________________________ 
 

 __________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
B.  Use a dictionary to find the meaning of the following words: 
 
 

1.   hieroglyphics: ___________________________________________________ 
 

 __________________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  decipher: ________________________________________________________ 
 

 __________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
C.  Grammar 

 
 

1. List all the proper nouns in paragraph 4: ___________________________ 
 

 __________________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  The noun form of hieroglyphics is ________________. (See paragraph 4) 
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Successful English 5A Answers 
 

Page 6 
A.  Common Nouns 

1.  man    music     2.  town     night    3.  pavements  rubbish 
4 .  gutters   water  storm 5.  howl     dog    noise   wind 

 
B.  Proper Nouns 

1.  Mr Sutton   2.  Sydney    Opera House 3.  River Yarra    Melbourne    Torrens    Adelaide 
4.  September, April, June, November  5.  Jack 
 
C.  Common and Proper Nouns 
1.  underline—book    circle—Dad, Tying Knots  2.  underline—father, non-fiction 
3.  circle—John underline—friends, tea 
4.  circle—Great Australian Bight, Bass Strait  underline—sea 
5.  circle—Great Barrier Reef   Queensland  underline—coast 

 
Page 7 
A.  Collective Nouns 

  1.  lions e    2.  bees i     3.  stingrays  m    4.  cattle  a 
  5.  eagles k    6.  oysters  j    7.  porpoises b     8.  stars l 
  9.  wombats f 10.  gulls  h   11.  locust c  12.  turtles g 
13.  vipers d 

 
B.  Abstract nouns 

Parent to check. Answers may vary slightly. Suggestions: 
1.  fear  2.  courage   3.  joy 

 
Page 9 
A.  Answer the questions. 

1.  Answers will vary. History is the study of the past by historians, archeologists and others in 
the hope of learning from their experiences. 

2.  The two main sources used by historians are primary and secondary sources. 
3.  Answers will vary. Primary sources are objects and records from the past, e.g., tombs, 

buildings, pottery. Secondary sources are comments by historians about the past, e.g., 
history books. 

4.  The Rosetta Stone was responsible for providing clues that helped decipher 
hieroglyphics. 

5.  Answers will vary. Some examples: pyramids, Roman roads, Roman baths, Dead Sea 
Scrolls, terracotta warriors from China, Mayan temples in South America, Stone Henge, 
aboriginal artifacts. 

 
B.  Definitions 

1.  hieroglyphics: pictures used, especially in Ancient Egypt to represent words. 
2.  decipher: to decode something; to work out the meaning of something written. 

 
C.  Grammar 

1.  French, Egypt, Ptolemy V, Greek. (not Egyptian which is an adjective)   2. hieroglyphs 
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The story appears to be told by the horse (or Darkie or Black Beauty.) 
Answer the questions 
Answers may vary slightly. Suggestions are below: 

1.  He was young colt. “Whilst I was young”; “As soon as I was old enough to eat grass,” 
There were six young colts in the meadow besides me.” 

2.  He was a black horse. “I was a dull black.” 
3.  He grew up in the country. “a large pleasant meadow,” “a ploughed field, ” “a pond of 

clear water,” “a plantation of fir trees.” 
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