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Section 1, Test 1: Nouns 
 
A.  Circle each noun.  

Write if the noun is a common noun, proper noun, collective, compound 
or abstract noun. (½ point each noun ½ point description) 
 

 

1.  The porter helped Tristan with the heavy luggage. 
 

 ____________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  Love is never having to say you are sorry.  __________________ 
 
3.  A mob of kangaroos is a common sight in Australia. 
 

 _________________________________________________________________ 
 
4.  The townhouse is near completion.    __________________ 
 
5.  The joy of the mother at finding her lost child was obvious to the  
 

 crowd. _________________________________________________________ 
 
6.  The man was found wandering aimlessly around Melbourne. 
 

 _________________________________________________________________ 
 
7.  A galaxy of stars shone brightly in the night sky. 
 

 _________________________________________________________________ 
 
8.  The arrival of the railroad revolutionized transportation. 
 

 _________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
B.  Identify and underline the gerund in each sentence below. (1 point each) 

 
 

1.  I enjoyed the ringing of the church bell. 
 
2.  Arriving too early can be embarrassing. 
 
3.  I must do the washing today. 
 
4.  I like watching tennis when they play well. 
 
5.  Do you mind my refusing your invitation? 

Score: /27           Pass:    18/27 
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Score: /20           Pass:    15/20 

Section 1, Test 2: Narrative 
 
A narrative is a story with a definite plot line. Write in narrative form, 
remembering it must include a plot, problem or dilemma, climax, slowing 
down of action and conclusion or resolution. Choose from the following 
topics: (20 points) 
 

a.  The Best Holiday Ever 
b.  Life with my Brother/Sister 
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Section 1, Test 3: Singular and Plural Nouns 
 
A.  Write the plurals of each noun in the space below. (1 point each) 
 

 Singular   Plural    Singular   Plural 
 
1.  volcano  _______________    2.  goose  _______________ 
 
3.  criterion  _______________    4.  child   _______________ 
 
5.  alley  _______________    6.  sheep  _______________ 
 
7.  medium  _______________    8.  woman  _______________ 
 
9.  kiss   _______________  10.  vocabulary _______________ 
 

11.  fungus  _______________    12. donkey  _______________ 
 
13.  shelf  _______________    14. tooth  _______________ 
 
15.  wharf  _______________    16.  dingo  _______________ 

 

 
Agreement of Noun and Verbs 

 
B.  Nouns and verbs must agree in number. Choose the correct verb in 

each sentence below and write it in the space provided. (1 point) 
 
 

1.  Each of us (was, were) given a present. 
 
2.  My brother John (talk, talks) to me regularly. 
 
3.  Neither he nor I (am going, are going) to the festival. 
 
4.  The bride, along with her bridesmaids, (is, are) expected shortly. 
 
5.  Ten dollars (disappear, disappears) very quickly. 
 
6.  The group of students (is, are) going on a trip. 
 
7.  She and her friends (are, is) going to the pictures. 
 
8.  The man, with all the dogs, (pass, passes) my house each day. 

Score: /24           Pass:    18/24 
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Section 1, Test 4: Newspapers 
 

Answer these questions about newspapers. 
 
 

 
1.  List the five common characteristics found in all newspapers and 

explain what these are. (10 points) 
 

a.  _______________:  ______________________________________________ 
 

b.  _______________:  ______________________________________________ 
 

 __________________________________________________________ 
 

c.  _______________:  ______________________________________________ 
 

d.  _______________:  ______________________________________________ 
 

e.  _______________:  ______________________________________________ 
 

 __________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  List eight things you are likely to find in a daily newspaper. (8 points) 
 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 

3.  Which of the three newspapers would keep you most informed 
about important current events? Would television provide better 
coverage? Why? (4 points) 

 

____________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________ 
 

 
4.  Did the television provide as good a coverage as either the national 

or state newspaper? Explain. (4 points) 
 

____________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________ 

Score: /32           Pass:    28/32 
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Section 1, Test 5: Nominative, Objective, Possessive 
Case with Nouns 

 
Indentify any or all of the following: verb, nominative noun, nominative 
pronoun, possessive noun, objective noun. Write them in the box below. 
(4 points questions 2 and 10, 3 points otherwise.) 
 

 

1. Circling the dam, the boys proceeded on to Warrandyte. 
 
2.  Jane’s horse bolted back home.  
 
3.  Books about cooking interest most women. 
 
4.  Frequent storms spoiled our holiday. 
 
5. My uncle, many years go, owned a supermarket. 
 
6.  The sun’s rays shone fiercely. 
 
7.  Red dust swirled high in the air this morning. 
 
8.  Mr Brown, my instructor, told me to stand  here. 
 
9.  Pens and pencils were scattered on the floor. 
 

10.  Tristan’s surfboard crashed against the rocks.  
 
 

    Nominative    Verb     Objective   Possessive 
 

1.  ______________ ___________ _______________ __________________ 
 

2.  ______________ ___________ _______________ __________________ 
 

3.  ______________ ___________ _______________ __________________ 
 

4.  ______________ ___________ _______________ __________________ 
 

5.  ______________ ___________ _______________ __________________ 
 

6.  ______________ ___________ _______________ __________________ 
 

7.  ______________ ___________ _______________ __________________ 
 

8.  ______________ ___________ _______________ __________________ 
 

9.  ______________ ___________ _______________ __________________ 
 

10.  ______________ ___________ _______________ __________________ 

Score: /32           Pass:    24/32 
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Page 3: Test 1 
A.  Circle and identify nouns 

1.  porter, luggage—common 
 Tristan—proper 
 

2.  Love—abstract 
 

3.  mob—collective  kangaroos—common 
 Australia—proper    sight—abstract 
 

4.  townhouse—compound 
 

5.  joy—abstract mother, 
 child—common  crowd—collective 
 

6.  man—common  Melbourne—proper 
 

7.  galaxy—collective  
 stars, sky—common 
 

8.  railroad—compound 
 transportation common 

 

B.  Gerunds 
1.  ringing 
2.  arriving 
3.  washing 
4.  watching 
5.  refusing 
 

Page 4: Test 2 
Narrative 
Parent to check. 
A checklist appears on page 63-64. 
Make sure all the points below have been 
met. It should include the following: 

a.  Plot: introduction; dilemma; climax; 
slowing down of action; resolution 

 

b.  Are there paragraphs and do they 
contain only one topic? 

 

c.  Does the story hang together as a 
whole? 

 

d.  Is the style used consistent? 
 

e.  Did the student complete the rough 
draft? 

 

f.   Is vocabulary suitable for  the style 
and audience?  

 

g.  Has correct punctuation been used? 
 

h.  Is the spelling correct? If the student 
has not really understood these 
points do not pass him. 

 

Page 5: Test 3 
A.  Plurals 

1.  volcanoes 
2.  geese 
3.  criteria 
4.  children 
5.  alleys 
6.  sheep 
7.  media 
 

 

8.  women 
9.  kisses 

10.  vocabularies 
11.  fungi 
12.  donkeys 
13.  shelves 
14.  teeth 
15.  wharves 
16.  dingoes 

 

B.  Noun, Verb Agreement 
1.  was 
2.  talks 
3. am going (neither/nor, and each 

require singular verb) 
4.  is (subject bride, singular) 
5.  disappears 
6.  are 
7.  are 
8.  passes (man—subject, singular) 

 

Page 6: Test 4 
Newspapers 

 

1.  a.  headline: the title of the article. 
 

b.  byline: who wrote the article and 
may also include the address of the 
article and the publication or news 
source for which he writes. 

 

c.  Location: city and or state/country 
where article written. 

 

d.  lead paragraph: This usually 
answers the question who, what, 
where or how. 

 

e.  supporting paragraphs. They 
develop the ideas introduced by 
the lead and give more supporting 
explanations. 

 

2.  Any of the following: lead articles; 
national news; state news; world news; 
specialist articles; advertising; weather; 
television guides; sports news and 
events; job advertisements; personal 
columns. 

 

3.  The national newspaper would give the 
best coverage since it provides in 
depth news from all over Australia. 

 

6.  Television could not provide as good 
coverage because it is not restricted 
by time constraints. 

Test Your English 6 Answers—Section 1 
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